LEVEL 3 ENGLISH
Complete independent research on a language or 
literature topic and present findings in written form 

(3.7) AS90726 Version 2 


4 credits
This achievement standard requires independent research of a language or literature topic, where the student is expected to propose research question(s), then present findings in written form, based on selected information from a range of referenced resources.


Regulations:

· You will have three weeks of class time in which to complete this unit.

· Students should expect to do much of the research reading at home.

· The final report should be about 700 words in length and will be presented in a typed format.

Task:  You are to conduct research and write a report based on the topic field selected by your teacher.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Propose research questions that expand understandings of the topic.
	· Propose research questions that expand understandings of the topic.
	· Propose research questions that expand understandings of the topic.

	· Select relevant information from a range of referenced sources.
	· Select relevant information from a range of referenced sources.
	· Select relevant information from a range of referenced sources.

	· Present well-supported findings.
	· Present well-supported findings that develop judgements.
	· Present well-supported and integrated findings that consistently develop original, perceptive judgements.


Explanatory Notes

1.
The subject of research should be related to a student’s study of language or literature texts and be of sufficient content and breadth to provide opportunity for findings to be drawn and presented.

2.
Propose research questions that expand understandings of the topic means that students formulate questions that extend from existing information and encourage research into new areas.

3.     
Relevant information may include material from primary sources such as written, visual, oral texts relevant to the topic/issue, and secondary sources such as critiques, reviews, commentaries, articles.  There may be opportunities for students to conduct surveys and interviews and use other resources.

4.    
A range may relate to a variety within a genre, a variety over time, a variety over genres or a number of samples within a primary source (eg several soliloquies from one play).

5.    
Referenced sources means that a written bibliography is provided.

6.   
Findings refers to analysis and/or judgements and/or commentary leading to conclusions.

7.
Integrated findings refers to a student’s ability to synthesise judgements based on information drawn from several sources.

8. Students should use appropriate research process methodology to complete the investigation.


EXAMPLE:

Possible Topics

Representations of Masculinity in NZ Literature

Representations of Femininity in NZ Literature

Representations of Maori in NZ Literature

Representations of Masculinity in African American Literature

Representations of Femininity in African American Literature

Representations of African Americans in American Literature

Possible Key Questions

Race related topics

1. What race relation issues/problems do the characters of each text face?

2. What influence does the setting or contexts have on the race relations in each text?

3. What connections are there between the race relations in this and other texts? 

Gender related topics

1. How significant is the central character’s masculinity/femininity and how does it help shape his/her role in each text?

2. How important is masculinity/femininity to the society portrayed in each text?

3. What similarities are there between the texts in how masculinity/femininity is portrayed?

1. How is masculinity/femininity presented in the society portrayed?

2. How important is the main character’s sense of masculinity/femininity?

3. What connections can be made between the portrayal of masculinity/femininity between texts and our society?

Task 1:
Planning your research 

a) Select a topic that is of interest to you and is clearly related to some aspect of task instructions. Ensure that your teacher approves your topic before you begin work. The topic must have sufficient breadth and depth for you to draw conclusions related to your findings. 

You will be expected to 

· refer to a range of the resources listed in your bibliography

· develop a detailed response to at least three key questions related to your research objective

· write a report outlining your findings and the conclusions you have drawn.

b) Formulate a research objective and clearly indicate the connection between your research topic and how it relates to the topic. 

c) Write at least three key questions to guide you in your investigation of your topic. 

d) Plan where you will look for your information. You should try to include primary and secondary sources. You may find that your most valuable information is derived from a restricted number of sources but it is important that your initial search is as wide ranging as possible.

Task 2: Selecting and recording information

a) For each text record information which will help you address your key questions on the source sheets using your key questions as headings. It should also include at least one specific detail from the text. 

Your log entries will form the basis of the report you write.

Task 3: Drafting your report

e. Present your investigation in a written report. Read this report and note this structure:

· a title

· an introduction identifying texts chosen and key aspects of your investigation

· subheadings for each section

· accurate information supported by specific details

· judgements and conclusions on the information

f. Before you begin your report, read exemplars and discuss their strengths and weaknesses. You may not repeat this specific material in your own investigation although you can complete research on the themes shown here. You may also incorporate some of the texts referred to in the exemplars with texts you have chosen.

You will need to analyse your material, use your existing knowledge, make qualitative judgements about the material, and draw conclusions with close links to the questions.

Your report should be about 700 words.

Remember, the report should contain: a title, an introduction outlining your investigation, subheadings = your key questions for each section, followed by accurate and detailed information together with your own qualitative judgements and conclusions related to your key questions. Include a bibliography.

g. Write about 700 words in your report. Include a bibliography. Use this checklist before handing in your investigation:


Research Plan




Name_________________

Mind Map

Topic: 

My research topic is about __________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Key concept: It is important/interesting to learn about this topic because _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
	Key words
	Key questions

	
	


Possible Sources of Information:

Written__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Visual___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Oral____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Source sheet number _______

Name__________________________

Details of source:

· Source/title: 

· Creator/author:

· Publisher/Owner:

· Date of publication:

	Summary:  Write down relevant information linked to your key questions.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


LEVEL 3 ENGLISH

Construct and deliver an oral presentation 

(3.6) AS90725 Version 2 


4 credits
This achievement standard requires construction and delivery of an oral presentation using a range of appropriate presentation techniques. The minimum time length is seven minutes.

Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Construct and deliver a presentation that communicates with an audience.
	· Construct and deliver a presentation that communicates effectively with an audience.
	· Construct and deliver an effective presentation that convinces and/or challenges an audience.

	· Develop and support idea(s).
	· Develop and support detailed idea(s).
	· Develop and support detailed idea(s), showing insight and/or originality.

	· Use a range of appropriate presentation techniques for a specific audience and purpose.
	· Combine a range of appropriate presentation techniques for a specific audience and purpose.
	· Integrate a range of appropriate presentation techniques for a specific audience and purpose.


Explanatory Notes

SPEAKING:
Interpersonal Speaking, Using Text, Thinking Critically, Exploring Language, often with links to Processing Information

With links to:

LISTENING:
Listening to Texts, Interpersonal Listening

WRITING:
Poetic Writing, Transactional Writing

READING:
Close Reading

VIEWING:
Viewing

PRESENTING:
Presenting.

1 The intention is that the presentation is primarily oral and employs verbal and visual communication techniques to enhance the presentation.

2 Appropriate presentation techniques may include:

· body language: stance, gesture, facial expression, response to the audience.
· variation in voice: tone, volume, pace, stress.
· static image such as a poster, visual display material, OHTs

· moving/electronic image such as a video, PowerPoint display, webpage, website

· dramatic presentation such as a role play, performance of a poem, or scene from a play

· props, costume, demonstration material/items.

3 Audience and purpose: audience implies a number of people such as a class or a group of peers.  The delivery situation should be formal and the length of the presentation appropriate to the purpose and sufficient to show evidence of meeting the grade criteria.

4 Construct means that a student develops a structured presentation, which might explore a variety of ideas, points of view, findings, or dramatic aspects.

5 Although other languages may also be included in the presentation as appropriate (eg as an introduction or greeting, part of the visual material), the presentation must be mainly in English and demonstrate command of spoken English.

Student Instructions Sheet

In this activity you will:

· construct and deliver a presentation on a literature topic

· integrate a range of oral and visual language techniques

Your presentation will be structured and your delivery techniques carefully planned. 

You could consider including oral and visual language techniques such as dramatisations and group or whole class activities. If group or class activities are included they are expected to form some part but not to dominate the presentation and to be efficiently facilitated.

You may use audio / visual resources as required. Give careful thought as to how an overhead projector, whiteboard, Powerpoint presentation, video or DVD, posters, photocopied resources or other items could be integrated to make your presentation more effective. As you construct your presentation check with your teacher that the techniques and resources you plan to use in various parts of your presentation are suitable and appropriate for your purpose.

You should also focus on developing effective delivery techniques such as stance and gesture as well as variation in voice including, tone, volume, pace and stress. 

You will use homework and class time to prepare your presentation. You will deliver your presentation in class. Your presentation will be at least six minutes long and probably longer if group work is included.

You will be assessed on how well you:

· construct and deliver an effective presentation. 

· develop and support idea(s).

· use a range of appropriate presentation techniques for a specific purpose and audience.
Task 1: Developing presentation topics

You will use the research you complete on a literature topic for the 3.7 activity In Search Of as the basis of your presentation. You should regard your written report and the other information you assemble for your research project as a starting point only. You must work through the following tasks in order to present that information effectively as an oral presentation.

Task 2: Planning and writing your presentation

a) Using this layout, develop a planning template for your presentation. 

Introduction: 

Topic or issue / the focus of your presentation:

Body: What will be your main points? What short quotations or examples will you add to support your points? How will you link the various points together in your presentation to draw conclusions and make judgements?

First main point:

Supported by:
Examples / quotations



Comments/Judgements

Second main point:
Supported by:
Examples / quotations



Comments/Judgements

Third main point:

Supported by:
Examples / quotations



Comments/Judgements

Conclusion: What points will you make in summary?
Summary of findings / final observations / closure:
 Topic:





Point of view:
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Task 3: Rehearsing your presentation

CHECKLIST

STRUCTURE:

· Providing an overview at the opening of the presentation

· Indicating transitions between key points and stages during the presentation

· Incorporating an effective closure, possibly integrating key ideas from the presentation with feedback from a group activity (if applicable)

DELIVERY TECHNIQUES:

· Sustaining an appropriate level of audience contact
· Using a suitable stance, gesture, and voice (including, tone, volume, pace 
and stress) 

· Using appropriate language 

· Integrating audio / visual equipment and other resources as appropriate
FACILITATION TECHNIQUES:

For group/ class activities you facilitate as part of the presentation (if applicable):
Facilitating discussion and activity effectively through: 

· Spoken instructions reinforced in some other way: eg through a written resource or key details recorded on the whiteboard

· Establishes sequence of steps / stages in activity

· Clear division of the class into groups 

· Signalling an appropriate time frame for activity / discussion

· Checking that instructions are understood

· Sums up key ideas from group discussion and incorporates into conclusion
TECHNIQUES TO ENCOURAGE EFFECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS:

For group/ class activities you facilitate as part of the presentation (if applicable):
· Moving around groups

· Asking and answering questions to clarify and promote discussion

· Practises active listening: e.g. eye contact, body language

· Uses names to encourage individual responses

· Procedure established and implemented for feedback process

· Making connections between contributions and seminar.
CHECKLIST: Your completed research investigation should include:


topic and key questions


source sheets for each text


written report


bibliography











An investigation integrated with themes or method of presentation that the class explores as a part of the study of one or more texts and investigates connections between texts and develop judgements about the connections.


formulate effective key questions.


Select and read relevant texts.


Select relevant information, write up a resource log.


Present a written report.


Provide a written bibliography.











