	Name
	Topic
	Questions
	Texts

	Michael Tidbury


	The use of bird imagery in literature


	How is bird imagery used in the text?

What is the purpose of the bird imagery?

What are the similarities and differences between the uses of bird imagery in the texts?


	I know why the caged bird sings – Maya Angelou

Sympathy – Paul Lawrence Dunbar

Caged Bird – Maya Angelou

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte

On the Waterfront - Film

Mansfield Park – Film

Birdie – Film



	Geoffrey Parkes


	Topic: Racism in American literature


	1. How is race significant to the message/story of each text?

2. What problems/issues to the characters face involving race in each text?

3. How does context/setting influence the problems/issues involving race in each text?

4. How do these problem/issues relate the text in question to other focus texts?


	Maya Angelou Poetry

Paul Lawrence Dunbar Poetry

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings – Maya Angelou

Any other of Angelou’s books, really

Crash

Black Like Me



	Gillian Armstrong

	Representation of freedom in Literature


	How is freedom portrayed in the texts?

What influence does the social context have on the author’s need to express the idea?

What similarities are there between the texts in how freedom is portrayed?


	Maya Angelou 

Paul Laurence Dunbar

Roots 

The Colour Purple

Say it plain website - Mary McLeod Bethune

The Piano



	Katherine Parker
	Representation of innocence in literature


	 How is innocence represented in each text?

 How does the social context of the text influence the way innocence is represented?

What similarities/connections are between the texts in their representation of innocence?
	I know why the caged bird sings- Maya Angelou

Catcher in the Rye

Lolita

Life of Pi

After the first death- Robert Cormier



	Charlotte Connell
	Theme: Representations of marginalisation in African American literature

 


	What forms of marginalisation are present and how are they protrayed in the texts?

 To what extent does the context influence the portrayal of marginalisation in the texts?

 What do these representations of marginalisation in these texts reveal about society as perceived by african american authors?

What are the similarities and differences in the representations of marginalisation in these texts?


	Texts: Solomons song, Crash, Maya Angelou, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Erikah Badu, The colour purple, Tracy Chapman, Spike Lee



	Rachel Harvey
	Representations of sexual politics in literature
	How is sexual politics represented in literature?

-How does sexual politics affect the relationships between characters in the text?

-How does the social context influence the sexual politics in the text?

-What commonalities are there between texts portraying sexual politics?


	

	Brittany Carrol
	The development of female stereotypes in African American literature.


	What do stereotypes reveal about the nature of African American literature?

How has the female stereotype changed over the last century?

What are the traditional stereotypes of women in African American literature?

To what extent have female stereotypes influenced the development of African American literature? How has African American literature changed over the past century?

What similarities are there between the texts in how stereotypes are portrayed?

How are female stereotypes portrayed in African American literature?


	Maya Angelou

Alice Walker – The Colour Purple

Toni Morrison - Beloved

Richard Coleman - Don't You Weep, Don't You Moan
Alex Haley – Roots

Patricia Gaines – Laughing In The Dark

African American musicians – Nina Simone

Etta James

Aretha Franklin

Modern R n B/hiphop/rap music – negative female portrayals.



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


